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| took part in a group for American tourism in 2010. The visa was handled by a travel agency and its type
is B1/B2 with multiple entries. | want to travel to USA by myself during its validity, what should | have to
do? Thank you!

As long as your B1/B2 visa has not expired, you can use it to travel to the US again.

Hi, | have a question. I'm a current graduate student who's planning to go back to China for a short
period this summer, my current visa expired on 5/31/2010, I’'m wondering am | still qualified for the visa
service provided by Zhongxin Bank that | don't need to go to the embassy myself?

Yes, you can use the drop box service through CITIC bank within one year after the
expiration of your visa for a visa renewal in the same visa class. You do not have to
come for another interview. The details are on our website. hitp://beijing.usembassy-
china.org.cn/niv_renewal.html

| have been admitted to school for the fall 2011 term. Can my parents accompany me to the USA to
have a brief tour? If yes, how do they apply for a visa? Do they need invitation letters from the
university or what?

Yes, they can apply for a B1/B2 visa to travel with you in the USA. They should bring
whatever documentation they believe demonstrates their purpose of travel and their
continued ties to China. They do not require a letter from the school, though this might
be helpful.

Is it OK if | keep all of my school acceptance offers and pick one to apply for the visa. Or do | need to
decline the other offers? Thanks!
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You need to pick a school before you apply for your student visa and bring your 1-20
from that school with you to your visa interview.

This is Chan. | was an exchange student at an American university from 2009 fall to 2010 spring. | held J1
visa to enter U.S at that time. And | came back at May, 2010, and have been in China for almost a year.
My visa shows "subject to 212(e)", but my DS-2019 form didn't show whether | would be subject to
212(e). | mean the visa consular didn't circle either "not subject to the two-year residence requirement"
or "subject to two-year residence requirement." | was an exchange student with a Journalism major; my
exchange visitor category was "student non-degree." It said on my former DS 2019 form: "This student
will be participating in two semesters exchange at our university."l didn't receive money from either
government. Now | have been accepted as a graduate student an American university, so | will need to
apply a F1 visa this time. In this situation, do | need a waiver of the former J1 visa because of the 2-year

212(e) only applies to future J1 visa applications. You can apply for another visa class
such as F1 without any problem.

Another question is that | applied for many universities in US in the beginning of my application process
and | withdrew from more than half of them after | got the admission. Will the number of the
universities that | applied for be a problem? Thank you!

No, but you should be prepared to explain which schools you applied to and why you
chose this one.

Good morning Sir, | asked a question several minutes before but | am worried that | may not express my
guestion in a clear way. | have five questions in total. 1) | was admitted to a Master's program by
universities in USA and | would like to pursue a PhD after the master's degree. After that, | would come
back to China. If | express my willingness to go for a future PhD during the interview, will the Visa Officer
think that | have immigration intent? 2) | have been an undergraduate student in Tianjin (which near
Beijing) for nearly five years, but my family is in Jiangsu(which belongs to Shanghai Consulate). To which
place should I apply for F-1 Visa, Beijing or Shanghai? 3) If the funds for study comes from my father, do
| have to provide materials to prove the relationship? Must | bring the original Household Registration
Record? The Household Registration Record is in Chinese; should | translate it to English? 4) | would like
to show the Certificate of Real Estate Ownership to support my application for Vis

1) No, just be prepared to explain your study plans and your future plans back in
China.

2) You can choose to interview in Beijing because of your studies, or Shanghai
because of your home district. You can also choose to interview at any place
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with a SHORTER wait time (Chengdu, Guangzhou, Shenyang). The Call Center will
give you your options when you call to make your appointment.

3) You should bring whatever materials prove your relationship, which can include
your housing registration record. You do not need to translate it.

Finally, and | am being serious, Thank you - on behalf of all Americans ... for all of your hard work every
single day. God bless you!

Thanks! Best of luck in the US!

If an application to immigrate to America is refused, what are the options available?

In Beijing, we only handle non-immigrant visas (NIV). Immigrant Visas (IV) are only
handled in Guangzhou; please see their website for all IV-related questions.

Hi, visa officer; | helped my parents to apply for B2 visas to visit me in US. Their visas were denied two
weeks ago because | filled out “one year” for the intended duration of stay. The officer thought my 75-
year-old father had immigrant intent. If we apply for visas again very soon, should we pay the
application fee again? We paid $280 for my parents last month to apply B2 visas. How long a period of
time should | provide in answering question concerning my parents’ intended length of stay to avoid
another denial? 6 months or 3 months?

Their refusal was likely not based just on that one application answer, but on their total
situation. The only option is for them to reapply and, yes, they will need to pay the fees
again and make a new appointment. They should fill out the application and answer
the interview questions according to their true intentions.

According to the webchat transcript on Nov. 6, 2010, Q: How long is B2 visa good for? The visa officer
answered: normally good for 1 year. | filled 1 year for period of intended stay online when | helped my
parents to apply B2 visa. Their visas were denied when they had interview with the officer 2 weeks ago.
The visa officer said one year intended stay was too long and told my 75-year-old father to speak with
an immigrant officer. Why did the office deny their visas? How long a period of time should | provide in
answering question concerning my parents’ intended length of stay to avoid another denial? 6 months
or 3 months?

Our standard B1/2 visas for Chinese citizens usually have a one year VALIDITY during
which time you can enter the United States. However, you can only stay a maximum of
six months during any one visit. They should state however long they are planning to
stay, but they should not be planning on staying more than six months.
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If someone's parents agree to sponsor their Chinese daughter-in-law to come to America, and they have
a house, and the financial means to sponsor her, would she be allowed to come to America, even
though she has no job yet and her American husband has no job?

We cannot answer hypothetical questions about specific cases. You should come
prepared to explain your purpose of travel and your continuing ties to China when
applying for a non-immigrant visa (NIV).

What is a refusal form - they have them at the Guangzhou Consulate- and how does it affect the
immigration process?

We only deal with non-immigrant visas here in Beijing. Please see Guangzhou’s website
for Immigrant Visa-related questions.

Are there any lawyers in Beijing that specialize in immigration matters?

| am sure there are, but we do not deal in immigrant visas at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing.
Contact the Guangzhou Consulate.

How can an American citizen bring his Chinese wife to America - what are the procedures?

For a temporary stay, see Embassy Beijing’s Non-immigrant Visa website. If you have
questions about how to help the Chinese wife of an American citizen apply to
immigrate to the US, please see Guangzhou’s website.

hi: If | use CITIC Bank Drop-off Service to apply for a L1B visa, once my Visa is approved, where and how
can | pay $120 USD visa issuance fee? Do | have to go to the U.S. Embassy in Beijing to pay? Thanks.

If you are applying for your first L1 visa, you cannot use the dropbox service and need
to come in for an interview, when you can also pay your fee. If you are not interviewing
and need to pay an L1 fee, you will be contacted and can come to the Embassy during
normal business hours.



